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Wow what a year, 8th place at the Crocodile World Luminous Dragon Champs in Hong Kong earlier this year and taking part in 14 shows of the Broadway Musical Miss Saigon to name a couple of highlights. A short show on TV One’s Good Morning Show at 6am on the morning after many of the team arrived back from Hong Kong was a real test of the teams ability.  The routine was compiled the day before and after a couple of practices that morning we were ready to perform.  The same challenge was laid down for the Chinese New Year celebrations that weekend.  The routine was hatched on the flight back from Hong Kong and the team performed very well given that there was only enough for one rehearsal which was on the day of the performance.  
The troupe’s ability to perform new routines with little practice is largely due to the huge hours and effort which they have all invested over the preceding 12-18 months. Training has been non-stop over that period.  During the 4 intensive training clinics the team trained for over 30 hours per week, whilst juggling all other activities of a normal life.  The training scheduled leading up to competition date steadily increased from twice a week to 4 times per week with evening sessions ending around 10 or 11pm. So an extremely busy year leading up to the January 2010 Crocodile World Luminous Dragon Championships.  Eleven teams from 10 countries participated in a competition which included the very best teams from Asia including one team from Scotland.  Singapore were the champions on the night with the two Hong Kong teams placing 2nd and 3rd.  We exceeded all expectations by placing a very creditable 8th place.
Our squad of 20 left New Zealand in mid January for Hong Kong with a heap of equipment.  Most of the squad travelled on Royal Brunei Airlines which was an adventure in itself.  Flights left Auckland at 5.30 in the morning, so we travelled to Auckland the night before with some of us getting to know Auckland International Airport too well. There were a number of delays but thankfully we all arrived in Hong Kong together with our dragon (which also arrived unscathed). 
Upon arriving at Hong Kong airport we were taken to our hotel which was located in Tseun Wan – L’hotel Nina et Convention Centre. A huge, flash hotel and convention centre with over 1,500 rooms.  Unfortunately it was so new that the swimming pools were not yet complete.  Notwithstanding all the rooms we were not allocated as many rooms as we were originally advised, so some quick thinking and changes lead to some rooms of 4.  One way of getting to know your fellow team mates.

On Day 2 we were taken to the competition venue, The Hong Kong Coliesum, to check out the space, get used to the lighting and prepare for our allocated rehearsal time.  The Coliesum is the shape of a huge inverted pyramid and seats over 12500.  This also gave us a chance to check out the competition which was kind of strange as it was the first time many of us had actually observed another team perform a live luminous dragon dance. That night we attended the opening dinner where each team also took part in a draw to determine the order which each team would perform.  In a somewhat confusing process, each team representative drew a card to determine which order we would draw.  Colin Ng drew on behalf of the team with his first draw of #7.  So we had to wait and watch 6 other teams draw first.  Eventually Colin got his chance and we drew #2.  Initially we were stoked as it would allow us to compete earlier in the competition and then be able to sit back and watch the other teams.  We were then told that there is a degree of subjectivity in the judging and that after the first two teams perform, the judges meet to finalise their approach to scoring.

The competition required us to be at the venue at 5pm so we had the whole day to try and relax before putting two years of organising and training on show so some of us went out into the streets of Hong Kong to check out the shopping while other chilled out at the Hotel or surrounding park.             

The rules of the competition required each team to perform for a minimum of 9mins and maximum of 11mins.  Penalty points apply for finishing your routine outside of this time period.  To complicate matters, you are not able to see the clock so we had individuals in the audience ready to provide signals to let us know we were getting close to the maximum time. Our performance scored 9.09 out of 10 (winning score 9.39) however we also incurred a 1 point penalty for a couple of “mistakes” which dropped us from 5th place to 8th place. Overall a very good result but room for improvement. 
For the record, the inaugural WCSCC Dragon Troupe who attended the 2010 World Champs are:
Dragon Pearl: Nicky Lim, Colin Ng (back up)

Dragon Team: Denis Chin, Aaron Lee, Liane Young, Allan Tai, Jason Roberts, Brendan Ng, James Roberts, Alex Ng, Drew James, Graeme Yee, Vince Sue
Percussion: Peggy Roberts, Steph Lee, Kim Wong, Kris Lim, Natasha Young, Jon Roberts (Back up)

Organising Committee: Vince Sue, Liane Young, Linda Lim, Bronwyn Chin, Denis Chin

Funding for the project was via grants, donations for performances, and fund raising activities (including two dinners). We are very grateful to all parties who assisted.

A special thanks to the entire troupe who stayed focused throughout the entire adventure, a support team which has been there when required and provided unquestioning support throughout and a leadership team which has stuck to their guns. 

On a personal level, it was an inspiration for members of the team to pit themselves against world class competition and we have set ourselves a goal of returning to Hong Kong in 2012, where their goal will not be to just participate but to return with a top 3 placing.

There has been a great deal of media interest in the team prior to our departure and upon our return as detailed in the table below:

	Date
	Media
	Details

	14/1/10
	Dom Post
	http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/local/3228253/Kiwi-team-set-to-shine-in-Chinese-dragon-dance


	26/1/10
	Radio – Radio NZ
	Asian Report - 

http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/asian_report


	11/2/10
	TV One – Good Morning Show
	Short performance and interview with the show’s co-host.

www.tvnz.co.nz (On demand TV “Good Morning Show”)



	7/3/10
	TV One – Asia Down Under
	http://tvnz.co.nz/asia-downunder/s2010-e2-video-3395198


Since our return from Hong Kong we have performed at events and festivals not only in Wellington but nationally as follows:

	February
	· Wellington Chinese New Year Festival (finale for New Clothes event, street parade and closing act on Festival Day).

· Preview screening of Mao’s Last Dancer at Reading Cinema

· Wellington Dragon Boat Festival



	March
	· International Day celebrations in Hastings

· Re-opening of Singapore Restaurant, Napier



	April
	· Opening for NZCA Easter Sports and Cultural Tournament

· 14 performances as part of the Miss Saigon show at St James Theatre



	May
	· Opening for International Wushu show at Town Hall

· “World on Stage” event in Palmerston North




Audiences in Wellington and throughout the country have been given a greater experience and appreciation of this important part of the Chinese culture, and the level of professionalism brought by the team to performances at events has been be a major contributor to Wellington’s ever growing reputation as the events and cultural capital of NZ.
Where to from here?

Now that all of the performances are over we now have a chance to develop some new patterns and invest some time in new and not so new team members.  We have a regular training time of Saturday 3.30 to 5.30pm.  Our short term objective is to grow the dragon troupe which will create depth and internal competition but also enable us to take our performances to a level.  Seeing two luminous dragons spiraling as one and interacting would be a fantastic sight.
A medium term objective is purchase smaller and lighter dragons which will enable us to bring in younger talent.  It would be fantastic for the year of the Dragon (2012) to be celebrated with a family of dragons performing along Courtenay place.

